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Tiirklerinin Anavatanlar
Ahiska’dan Siirgiine
Gonderilmelerinin 71. Yildoniimii

Bundan 71 y1l 6nce, SSCB makamlarinca bagla-
tilan ani bir operasyonla ¢cogunlugu ¢ocuk, kadin
ve yaglilardan olusan 100 bine yakin Ahiska Tiir-
kii, anavatanlari olan Giircistan’in Ahiska bolge-
sindeki evlerinden silah zoruyla ¢ikartilarak, bir-
kag saat icinde tren istasyonlarinda toplanmaya
zorlanmisg ve insan haysiyetine yakismayan sart-
larda ytik vagonlarina doldurularak, ag ve susuz
bir sekilde binlerce kilometre uzaklarda bulunan
SSCB igindeki bolgelere topluca stirtilmiislerdir.

Anavatanlarindan silah zoruyla koparilan bu
insanlarin yaklasik yaris1 yolculuk boyunca ve
vardiklar1 yerlerde maruz kaldiklar1 agir sartlar-
da aglik, bakimsizlik ve hastaliktan hayatlarimi
kaybetmistir.

Ikinci Diinya Savasg: sirasinda silah altina alin-
mus yaklasik 40 bin Ahiska Tiirkii'nden cephede
ve geri dontis yolunda hayatini kaybedenler hari-
cindekiler de ailelerini bulma iimidiyle SSCB'nin
uzak bolgelerine dagilmiglar, biiyiik cile ve zor-
luklarla karsilasmislardir.

Ahiska Tiirk Toplumu'nun hafizasinda tazeli-
gini koruyan bu insanlik dig1 stirgiinii 71. Y1ldo-
niimiinde biiytik bir ac1 ve hiiziinle aniyor, stir-
gin sirasinda hayatin1 kaybeden kardeglerimize
Allah’tan rahmet diliyoruz.

Bugiin 9 ayn tilkede sayilar1 500 bini bulan
Ahiska Tirklerinin durumu, soydas topluluk
olarak tilkemizin giindemindeki 6ncelikli yerini
korumaya devam etmektedir. Bu meyanda, Ahis-
ka Ttirklerinin anavatanlar1 Ahiska’ya geri do-
niis siirecinin yavas da olsa baslamis olmasindan
dolay1 memnuniyet duyuyoruz. Bu stirecin daha
hizli ilerlemesini ve basarili bir sekilde nihayete
ermesini, Ahiska Tiirklerinin huzur ve barig ige-
risinde anavatanlarina dénmelerini ve Giircis-
tan toplumuyla uyumlu bir sekilde hayatlarim
idame ettirmelerini temenni ediyoruz. Tiirkiye,
geri doniis siirecinin bagladig1 giinden bu yana
oldugu gibi, 6niimiizdeki dénemde de bu hedef
dogrultusundaki calisma ve faaliyetleri aktif bir
sekilde desteklemeye devam edecektir.
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Press Release Regarding the 71st

Anniversary of the Deportation of
Ahiska Turks From Their Homeland

71 years ago, with a sudden operation initiated by
the authorities of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics (USSR), almost one hundred thousand Ahiska
Turks, most of them consisting of children, women
and elderly people, were compelled by force of arms
to leave their homes in Ahiska, Georgia and forced to
gather at train stations in a few hours. They were then
herded into freight wagons under circumstances af-
fronting human dignity and without being given any
food or water were deported thousands of kilometres
away from their homes into the faraway regions of the
USSR.

Almost half of these people, torn off from their
homeland, lost their lives in the course of their trans-
port or at the destination points due to the unbearable
conditions they faced like hunger, carelessness or ill-
nesses.

The rest of those Ahiska Turks who were recruited
in World War 11 and did not lose their lives at the front
or on the way back to their homes were also confronted
with severe difficulties and ordeals when they were
dispersed all over the USSSR with the hope of finding
their lost families.

We commemorate with pain and sadness this inhu-
man deportation in its 71st anniversary, which pre-
serves its vividness in the collective memory of Ahiska
Turkish Community, and wish God’s mercy upon our
brothers and sisters who lost their lives during the de-
portation.

Today, the situation of Ahiska Turks as a kin com-
munity, numbering nearly 500 thousands souls scat-
tered in 9 different countries, maintains its priority
in our agenda. In this respect, we are pleased with the
fact that the process of repatriation of Ahiska Turks to
their homeland, Ahiska has started, albeit at a slow
pace. We wish that this process will proceed faster, and
live in harmony together with the Georgian people.
Turkey will continue to support actively the efforts
and activities towards this objective in the forthcom-
ing period, as it is the case since the beginning of the
repatriation process.




